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On March 30, Human Rights Ombudsman Leo Valladares confirmed that his office will launch an
official investigation into the fate of 143 persons who were disappeared presumably at the hands of
members of government security forces between 1979 and 1989. Valladares said the Ombudsman's
office has set up a special task force which will oversee the investigations. The announcement came
just days after President Rafael Callejas had rejected the possibility that an international "truth
commission" similar to the one established under the peace accords in neighboring El Salvador
could be set up to investigate human rights abuses which occurred in Honduras during the 1980s.
For years, Honduran and international human rights groups have asserted that the military is
responsible for the overwhelming majority of disappearances and other abuses committed in the
last decade. Several official investigations into the fate of the disappeared were carried out, but the
results of those inquiries were never made public. (Source: Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service EFE, 03/30/93)
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